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CHAPTER XVL
HEFONE THE STATUE,

It wos wighit —dend night—onl the silence
lny on the Frowning Uity Hke noeboud,

Beopotly, ns ovil dospd, Sir "-qn" Curtis,
Uinslopogoas mivd mysoll thrended our way
Elonnghe thas petssnges towaris o by entrance
Lo the great thirone clismber,  Ones wo wore
et by the florce, attiing challenge of the
I gave the countersign and the
min groumded  his spenr nodd Jel as pass,
Alsn, wie were ulllwrs of the gueen’s body

Lgganed, e D thiat capacity b o right to

|

e mid o uguestoned,

We gniesl the linfl iasafoty, Bo empty
il o wtill was it that even when we had
pamsend, thie sound of onr fordateps yob ochood
up the lofey walls, wibas ting faintly and stll
mow fuiutly ngainst the cavern roof, hike
flionts of  the footstops of dond men haauting
the place that onee thoy Lroed,

1t was nn eorie spoty, mud iE oppressed we.
1 was full, and threw great peocils
of light through the bigh, wine

il pats

| dhowless openlogs o the walls, that lay pure

pind Tosarifud wpon the blackness of the mors
Leler thoor, like white fowers on 6 cofline. One
of st silver aeeows fell upon the statiue of
e slowpiog Radomas, and of the angel form
test over Liim, illnmining 18, aud asoall eir-
elo voud B, with o soft, olear light, remind-

| g ww of vt which Catholios fllomine the

sltars of thelr enthedirnis

Here by the statue wo took onr stamd aid
witited—Rir Houry and 1 closs together, Ui
slupognas soume  paces off in the darkiuss, s
Pt 1 could only just make out Lis towering
putline leaning on the outline of an nx,

Bo long did we wait that 1 almost fell
galeep Costing against the cold marble, but
wis sddonly aroussd by beariog Curtis give
i quick, eatehing bevntl.  Theu from far, far
far wwiy there canme s Gittle sound, ns tiough
vii states that Linsd the walls were whisper-
fuig to sach other some message Of the age.

It was the faimt swe [ o liniy's dress
Nearit it grow, and noarer yot. We could
wo i flgure steal from patch o pateh of
mioonlight, sind even hear tie soft fall of san-
daled foot.  Anotlier second and | saw the
Lluek silbouette of the old Zuln raise its arm

I mute salute, sl Nyleptha wos before us

O, how Lesutiful shin looked ns she pans "}
n motnent just witldn the eircle of the moots
bight! Her bmod was prossesd upon her bwsart,
aid ler white bosoin heaved  beneath it

Fowid lier head n broidersd seanl was liwmely
thrown, partiolly shadowing the perfect face,

audd thins pendoring it oven mopo lovely; for

biauty, depenient as it bs to o cortiin s xtedit
npodd the imagingtion, i never »o sttt b lnald
ns whien 146 half libd There shiv stood, ridi:

sintely aml yob w0

ant bub ball doubeing,
anty bt 1 thion and

aweet. Tt wos Lot o !

thore foll in love with o mysaif, ntul bave
peruaid 80 o this bours for indesl sbe
bkl more like an angel ont of beaven thun
& loving, passionate, mortal wonmat Law wae
bowedd bofore her, and then sl s R,

#] lyave onie,® she whispored, Mhut 18 was
ot pieat visk. Ye know uut how I am
watclwl,  The priests wateh  mwe, Borais
watclies o with thoso groat oyes of bers
My wvery puards are sples  upon T
Nista watchios me too, Qb Jet him Le care
ful ! and sl stamped bher foot. ‘Lot Lo bo

careful; 1 amn woman, snd therefore hard
todiive. Ay, and 1 am a quem, too, and
eats still nvenge.  Tat him be enrnful, 1 may,
Jeit i place of giving him my hand 1 take
s Do " maid shio ended the outhburst with a
Liteds gol mud thorn smiled up st us bowiteh-
mgly and lau lisld,

: :'I:'lin-ll didst Lid me come hither, my Lord
Inenbu™ (Curtis Lad taught her to call him
s, “Duubiless it is about bishiess of the
state, for 1 Lpow that thou art ever full of
great idvas wid plans for my wellare winl my
people’as Bo, even as i quoen should 1 hm‘-:
come, thiotgh 1 vently fear the dark nlones’
sl aonin sbio Taugled and gave him n glaice
from e gray vyos,

At this polup I thought it wise to move s
Hitls, sinee seorots of the state "ebonld Bt
b siinde public property, buk whie woukd not
let mo go far, peremptonly stopping s
within five yands or so, saying that shn fonred
surprise, 80 it came o pass that, however
anwiilingly, I heand all that mja«l._

W hon knowest, Nylepthn, sald Sir Henry,
sghat it wis fornone of these things that 1
asked Lo Lo e at this lonely place.  Nylep-
Ui, wasto not the timo in plensantry, but
listen to me, for=1 love thoe ™

A Lo saidl the words [ saw ber face broak
up, s it weto, awl chango.  The coquetey
went out of it, aud in it place there shone a
great lghit of love, which seemed to glorify
ft, and mnke it lke that of the wwnrble nugel
ovorboil, T oanid ot help thinking that it
piiist Bave boon i touch of prophetic instinet
which made the long dead Rademas limn in
the featuriss of tie angel of lis inspiring vis-
$ou so strnnge o likoness of s own deseend-
ant. Bir Honry also must bave observed aid
beets strnek by the likenoss, for, eatching the
look upon Nyleptha's face, he glaneed quickly
Croms it to the mnonlie statue, and then back
agnin at his beloved, .

Wihou syest thou dost love me," shie said,

& low vodes, “and thy voice rings true; but
Bow am I to know that thon dost speak tho
truth? Though," she wenton, with proud hu-
nsility, and in the stately ll.m-:l persan which
f s lnvgely wsed by the Zu-Vendi, 1 bo ns
nothing in the eyes of my lonl"—and she
couvtesiod towands him—"'who couws from
among & wondariul peoplo, to whom my peo-
ple are but children, yet bere nm I a quoen
and o lenlor of men, and if I would gotoa
battle o hundred thoasand spears shall sparklo
fis 1y tradn like stars glimmering down the
with of the bent moon.  And aithough my
wistty be o little thing in thoeyesof my lord"
w=tit) b lifted hier broidered skirt and eour-
tesied ngain—""yot horo mnong my own peo-
plo i 1 held right fadr and evoer sineco T was
& woinan the great Jords of my kingdom have
tsade quariel eoncerning me, ns though, for-
sootl,” slie added, with a flash of possion,
] were o deer to Lo pullsd down by the
bungrivst wolf, or a horss to be sold to the
highest blidder,  Let my Jord pardon e if I
wear'y iy lond, but it hath pleased my lord
to say that Lo loves me, Nyloptha, o queen of
the Zu Vendi; and therofore would [say, that
thongh wy love and my hand be not much
to my lond, yot to me are they ail.”

wOh1” shie cried, with n sudden and thrilla g
change of volee, and 1 odifying her dignified

mode of mldres—oh, how can I know that eye

thou lovest but moel iluw can I know that
thou wilt ot weary of mo and seek thinoown
place ngnin, laving me desolatel  Who is
there 1o tell me but that thou lovest somo
otlier woman, some fair woman unknown to
g, but who yet draws breath beneath this
same moon thiat shines on me to-night? Tell
e how aus [ o know " And she clasped hor
hininds il stretebed tlw;n u|||§ l‘uwnn him,
il Tooked oy Hugly into his face,

“N yl-'pum,l"'p:ntorul Bir Henry, adopting
the Zu Vendi way of speoch, *1 have told theo
thint 1 love thee; how aim I to tell theo how
much 1 love theel  Is there, then, n measure
for love! Yet wiill try, 1 say not that I
Linve never looked upon another woman with
favor, but this I say, that I love theo with all
my life mul with all my strengih; that 1love
thee now, and shall love thee till 1 grow cold
in death, ays, and as I believe, boyond my
death, and on and on forever; Isay that thy
woloe is to my ecar, sl thy touch as
water Lo iuosty land; that when thou art
there tho world is beauitful, and when [ soe
thoo not it is ns though the light was dead,
Ohb, Nyleptua, I will never leavo theel Heore
and now, for thy dear sake, I will forget my

'phﬂllnd lr;;;r lrla:;t:g lltmll'li en, I renounce

. will vo, Ny
and at thy side will 1 die,” plptia,

He paused and gozed at ber sarnestly, but I
sho hung ber head like a Iy, and sail novera |

wurd.

Before the statwe,

“Look " be went on, pointing to the statue
on which the moonlight played so brightiy.
“Thou sesst Lhat angel woman who resta her
hand upon the forebiead of the sleeping mun g
nnid thon seest how at her touch his soul
flames up wmd shines out through Lis fesh,
even oan lamp at the tonch of the fire; 8o in
it with me and thee, Nyleptha. Thou hast
awakenod my woul mud ealled it forth, and
now, Nyleptha, it 18 not mine, not mine, but
thine, and thine only. Thers is no more for
e to say; in thy bands is iy life® And he
leaned back against  the pedestal of the
statue, looking very pale, and his oyes shin-
inge, but proud and bandsome ns o god.

Rlowly, slowly she rnisxl bor hoad, and
fixed ber wonderful eves, all alight with the
greatness of ber passion, full upon his face,
08 though to read his very soul.  Then at last
sho spole, low indesd, but clearly as a silver
bells

SOF a truth, weak wotian that 1 am, I do
teliowve thee, 111 will be the day for thee, and
for me @Wo, If it be my (ate to loarn that 1
have belioved a lie.  And now hearken unto
e, O man, who hath wandered bhere from far
to steal iy heart and make me all thine own,
1 put my haml upon thine band thus, and
thus B, wheso lips bave never kissed lwfore, do
kiss thiee on the brow; and now by m hand,
ninl Ly that fint and boly kiss, ay, by my
people’s weal and by my throne that like
enotgle 1 shiall loso for thee, by the namo of
iy bigh house, by the sacred stone and by the
sternnl mo josty of the Bun, I swear that for
thee will T livennd die.  And 1 swear that I
will love thee and thee only till desth, ny,
o st beyand--if, ns thou sayest, there be o be-
| yond-—and that thy will shall be my will, and
| thy ways my ways.

i, sow, woe, my Jond! thou knowest not
how bumbile is she who Joves; [, vhio am 8
queen, T kueel befors thee; even at thy feet 1
| do my homage:” and the lovely fmpassioned

creature flung berself down od ber knees on
| tho cold marble before bim. And after that
1 weally do not kuow what bappened, for I
cotld stand it no longer, and cleared off to
refresh myself with a litde of old Umslopo-
gans' soclety, leaving them to settle it their
[ own way, and & very long time fhey were
about it
Somw three-quarters of an bour afterward
the “pair of doves” eame stroliing toward us,
| Curtls looking slightly silly, and Nyleptba re
niarking ealmly that the moonlight made
very predty effects on the marble. Then, for
she wus in n most gracious moaod, she took my
hand and sl that 1 was “her lord's” dear
| frivid, nnd therefore most dear to her—not »
wonl for my own sake, you see, Next she
Ilted Uminlopogans’ sx and examined itcari-
ously, saying signifleantly as she did so that
Lo might soon have cause to use it in defonse
of her.

After that she nodded prettily to us all, and
casting ono tender glance a$ ber lover, glided
off into tho darkness like & beautiful vision,

When we got back to our quarters, which
we did without accident, Curtis asked me,
joonlarly, what I was thinking about.

principle it is arranged that some people
shoulkl find beautiful queens to fall in love
with them, while others find nobody at ail,
or worss than nobody, and I am also wonder-
ing how mnny brave men's lives this night's
work will cost.” It was rather nasty of we,
perhaps, but somebow all the feelings do not
evaporate with age, snd 1 conld not hielp be-
ing a little jealous of my old friend's luok
Vanity, my sons, vanity of vanities!

On the following moruing Good was in-
formed of tho bappy occurrence, and posl-
tively rippled with smiles that, originating
sotmewhere about the mouth, slowly traveled
up his face liko the ringdin a duck pond,
| till they flowed over the brim of bis eyeglass
| and went whers sweet smiles go.  The fact of
| tho matter, however, was that not only was
' Good rojoiced about the thing on its own
mrerits, but also for personal reasons, Ho
| adored Sovais quite as earnestly as Sir Henry

ndored Nyleptha, and his sdoration bad uot
| altogethor prospered.  Indeed, it had seemed
| to him and to me also that the dark Cleopatra

like quecn favored Curtis in ber own curious,
| inscrutable way much more than Good.
| Therefore it was a relief to him to learn that
| hiis unconscions rival was permanently and
satisfactovily attached in another direction.

“Iam wondering,” 1 answered, “on what |

|

[

|

|
{

| me,” sho salid, “that my poor hand should not
| ouly bave heen asked in marvinge, but that

J

forward, soldler ke words he nsked lier hand
I miareiage,

Then, before she could find words to an-
wwer, the High Priest Agon took up the tale,
and in aspeech of real vloquence and power
pointed out the many advantages of the pro-
posed alliance—bow it would consolidate the
kingdomy for Nasta's domintons, of which he
was virtually king, were to Zu:Venldis much
what Beotland used to be to England; how it
woull gratify the wild mountaineers and be
popular amoug the soldiery, for Nasta was a
famous genoraly bow it would set her dynasty
frmly ou the throne, sl would gain the
Llessing and approval of the “Sun,” i e, of
the office of high priest, and so on.  Many of
his nrguments were undoubitedly valid; and
there was, looking at It from a political poing
of view, everything to besald for the mar-
rlage. But, unfortunately, it is difficalt to
play the game of polithes with the persons of
young and lovely queens ns though they were
Ivory efligies of theinselves on o chesa hoard.
Nyleptha's face, while Agon spouted away,
was n perfect study; she smiled, indeed, bat
beneath the snile it sor like a stone, and her
eyes began to flash ominously.

At last he stopped, and she prepared heorself
to answer, Bofore she did so, however, Bornls
leanod towurd her and sald, In & voice sufll-
clently loud for me to catch what she sald,
YBuethink thos well, my sister, ¢re thou dost
spenk, for methinks that our thrones may
hang upon thy words™

Nylepthn made no answer, and with a
shrug and a smile, Bornis leaned back again
and lstoned,

“Of a truth a great hotor has been done to

Agon here should bo 0 swift to pronounce
the blessing of the Ban upon my union.  Me-
thinks that in another minute be would have
wod us fast ere the bride bad sald ber say, |
Nasta, 1 thank thee, and T will betbink me of
thy words, but now as yet I bave no mind for
marringe; that isa cup of which none know
the taste until they begin to drink it. Again
1 thauk thee, Nosta," and she made as though
she would rise,

The great lord's face turned almost ax
black as his board with fury, .for be knew
that the words amounted to a flual refusal of

his suit,

“Thanks be to the queen for her gracious |
words,” be said, restraining bimsolf with dif- |
ficulty and looking anything but grateful,
“my heart shinll surely treasuro them. And
now 1 crave another boon, namely, the royal |
leave to withdraw myself to my own poor |
cities in the north until such time as the
queen shall say my suit nay or yea. May-
bap," be ndded, with a spoer, “the gueen will
be pleased to visit me there, and to bring
with her theso stranger Jords,” and be |
wowled darkly townrd us.  “It is but a poor
country and a rough, but we are a hardy
race of mountaineers, and there sball be
gathered 30,000 swordsmen to shout & wel- |
cute to her,” |

This speech, which was almost & declarn. |
tion of rebellion, was recolved in complete
sllence, but Nyleptha Oushed up and an-
swered it with spirie,

0L, surely, Nasta, I will come, and the
strangs lords in my train, and for every man
of thy mountaineers wlho ealls thes prinee will |
I Yring two from the lowlands who call mo
queen, and we will see which is the stanchest
breed,  Tih chen farewell”

The trumpets blared out, the queens rose,
anil the great assembily broke up in murmur-
ing confusion, and for myself I weit bome
with a beavy beart, foresecing civil war,

After this there was quiet fur a few weeks.
Curtis and the queen did not often moet, and
exercised the utivost caution not to allow the
true relation {n which they stood to each
other to leak out; bat, do what they would,
rumors as hard to trace as & buzzing fly in a
dark room, and yet quite as audible, began to
bum round and round, snd at last to settle on
her throne,

CHAPTER XVIL
THE STORM DREAKS, |

And now it wus shat the troubls which at |
first bad men but a cloud as large as a man's
band began to loom very black and big upon
our horizon, namely, Borald' preference for
Bir Henry, 1saw the storm drawing nearer
and nearer; and so, poor fellow, did he. The
affection of so lovely and bighly placed a
woman was not & thing that could In a
general way ba considered a calamity by any
man; but, situated as Curtls was, f; was A
grievous burden to bear,

To begin with, Nyleptha, though altogether
charming, was, it must be admitted, of a
rather jealous disposition, and was somewbhat
apt to visit on ber lover's head ber indigua-
tion at the marks of what Alphonse would
bave called the “distinguished conslderation”
with which her royal sister favored him,
Then the enforced secrecy of Lis relations to
Nyleptha prevented Curtis from taking some
opportunity of putting a stop, or trying to
Em. a stop, to this false condition of affairs,

y telling Boraia, in & casual but confldential
way, that he was going to marry her slster,
A third sting in Bir Henry's honey was that
ho kuew that Good was honestly and sincerely
attached to the ominous looking, but most
attractive, Lady of the Night. Indeed, poor

was wusting himsell to a shadow

| His face foll a little, however, wheu bo waa | of hE fat and jolly sell about her, his fnce

| told that the whole thing was to bo kept as
| secret as tho dead, above all from Sorais for

the prossut, inasmuch as the tgulll-l--:n convul-
1|j.m which would follow such an announce-

getting so thin that his eyeglas would
ln.m-fy stick in ft; while she, with a sort of
carcless coquetry, just gave him encourage-
ment enough to keep bim going, thinking, no

| mont at the moment would be altogether toa | doubt, that he might be useful as astalking

groat o face,
I premnturely made, shake Nyloptha

and would very possibly,if | borse, Itried to give Lim a Lint, in as deli- *
from ber | cate a wuy as L could, but he flew into a hufl

and would vot listen to me; so I determined

That morning we again attended in the | to let ill wione, for fear of making it worse.
throno hall, and I could not help smiling to | Poor Goodl be really was very ludicrous in
" myself when I eompared the visit to our lnst, | his distress, aud went in for all sorts of abe
and reflecting that if the walls eould speak | surdities, under the bellel that he was ad-

they wonld have strange tales to el

What actresses women arel Ther, bigh
apon_ her golden throne, draped in ber bla-
roned “kaf” or robe of state, sat the fair Ny-
toptha; and when Bir Henry camae in n little
late, dressed (n the full uniform of an officer

\

vaucing his suit. One of them was the
writing—with the assistance of ono of the
grave and reverend seigniors who instructed

| us, and who, whitever may have been the

measure of his erudition, did not understand
Low to scan a line—of a most interminable

of her guand, and humbly bent himsolf be- | Zu=Vemdi love song, of which the continunlly
fore her, she merely acknowledged his salute | recurring refrain was something u'll.mlll.. L |
with a carcless nod and turned ber bead | Will Kiss thee; o yes, I will kiss thee!” Now

ol ly askde. It was a very large court, for
not only did the ceremony of the signing of
the laws attract many outside of those whose
duty it was to attend, but also the rumoer
that Nasta was going to publicly ask the
hand of Nyloptha In marriage bad gone
sbroad, with the result that the great hall
was crowded to s utmost capacity., There
were our [riends the priests in foree, headed
oy Agon, who regarded us with a vindictive

{ and & most hwposing band they were,
with thelr long white embroldersd fobes
with o golden chain from which hung the
flshlike senles.  There, too, were a number of
the lords, vach with a band of brilliantly
altired attondants, and prominent among
them wos Nosta, stroking bis black Dbeard
meditatively and looking unusuntly unpleas
ant. It was a splendid and {mpressive sight,
sl b dinafmesine, el ok
whereon the trumpets blaed out and the
queens’ gunnd grounded thelr spears with n
crmwh in salute.  This reading and signing of
tho laws took a long time, but at last it cane
to an end, tho last ono reciting that “whercas
certain distinguished strangers, ote.,” and pro-
cooding to confer on the thres of us the rank
of “ords," together with certain military
commands and large estates bestowed by the
queens, When it was read the trumpets
blared and the spenrs clashed down as wsual;
but I saw some of the losds tuwrn and whisper
to each other, while Nasta ground hia testh,
Thoy did not like the favor that was shown
to us, which, under all the circumstances,
‘was not perhaps unnatural,

Then there came o pause, and Nasta stopped
forward, and bowing hu , though with
no humility in his eye, craved a boon at the
bands of the Queen Nyleptha.

Nyleptin turned o little pale, but bowed
mbdy. and prayed the “well beloved
lord" Lo speak on, whereou in a few straight-

,on which, being an adept with the light

among the Zu-Vendl it is a common and
most harmless thing for young men to sere-
node ludies at night, as 1 belleve they do in
the southern countries of Europe, and sing
all sorts of nouseusical sougs to them,
Avalling himself of this custom, Good be-
thought kim that he would serenade Borals,
whoss private apartments, together with
those of ber maidons, were exuctly opposite
our own, on the farther side of a narrow |
court yard which divided one section of the
great paloce from another,  Accordingly,
baving armd himsell with a native zither,

guitar, he liad ensily learned to strum, he
proceeded at midnight—the fashionablo hour
for thissort of caturwauling—to inake night
hideous with his amorous yells, 1 wos fast
& loep when thoy begun, but they soon woke
me up—for Urod possesses a tremendons
voios and has no unotion of thme—and I ran
to my window place to se¢ what was the
matter, And there, standing in the ful!
moonlight in the court yard, I perceived
Good, adorned with an euormous ostrich
fenther hoaddress anda fowing silken cluak,
which it is the right thing to wear upon these
oconsions, aml shouting out the abomina-
ble song which he and the old gentlemar
bad evolved, to a ferky, jingling accgmpani.
ment. From the direction of the q of
the maids of honor camw n succossion of faint
suiggerings; but the apartments of Borais
herself—whom I devoutly pitied if sho binp
mhh thero—were silent as the grave.

was absolutely no end to that awiul
song, with ita oternal *I will kis thee!” and
at last noither I nor Bir Heuory, whom I had
could stand 16

m‘xluw‘ boad to the window opening
“For Heaven's sake, Good, doun't

| while looking at me,

| bas hap

talking about it, but kiss her and loth
touleop!® Thas chocked bim off, aud

wo L no more serenading.

The whole thing formed a laughable fn-
cllent in o tragle business,

Well, the miore Sie Henry beld off the more
Horals enmn on, as ¢ not uncommeon in such
canew, tll at fast things got very queer in-
deed.  EvildenUy she was, by some strange
perversity of mind, quite blinded to the true
state of the case; and I, for one, greatly
dreaded the moment of her awakening.
Barals was n dungerous woinan to be mixed
up with, either with or without one's ows
oonsent. At last the evil moment cnme, as 1
saw it must come.  One fine day, Good hay-
ing gone out hawking, 8ir Honry and 1 wore
etting quietly talking over the situation, es-
pecinlly with veference to Borals, when a
court messenger arrived with a written note,
which we with some dificolty declipbersd,
and which waus to the effect that “the Queen
Bornis commanded the attendance of the
Lovd Incubu in ber private apurtments,
whither he would be conducted by the
bearer,”

“On my wondl”™ groaned 8ir Henry,
“Can't you go instaad, old fellow

“Not If I know it," I said with vigor, 1
hind vather face n wounded elephant with o
shot gun.  Wash up your own dirty d
my boy, If you will be so fascinating you
must take the consequences.  Ain't you just
in for it now, that's all "

“You remind me of when I was golng to
be flogged at sehool and the other boys came
tovonsole me” he sald, gloomily, *“*What
right has this confounded queen to command
my attendance, [ should like to knowt! 1
won't go."

"*But you must; you are one of her officers
and bonnd to obey her, and she knows it.
Avd after all it will soon be over,™

"That's just what they used to say,” be
said again. "I only bope she won't put a
kuife into me. I believo that she is quits
capable of it." And off lLe started very
faintheartedly, and no wonder.

; Iulénmi [Wlllﬂ:: and at the end of about
orty-five minutes be re i
de:lsm- thun when hmm o
ive me somet to drink," be
oo hing k, sald

¥.

Igot Lim a ecup of wine, and asked what
was the matter,

“What is the matter] Why, if ever there
was troublo there's trouble now. You know
when Ilelt youl Well, I was shown straight
into Borais' private ciamber, and a wonderful

| place it Is; and there she sat, quite alons,

upon a silken couch at the end of the
playing gently wpon that rither of hers |
wtood before ber, and for & while she took no
notice of me, but kept on playing and singing
a little, and vory sweet musio it was, At
lnst sho looked up and smiled,

* *Bo thon art come” she sald. ‘I thought
that perchance thou hadst gons about the
Queen Nyleptha's Lusiness Thou art ever
on ber business, and 1 doubt not a good ser-
want and o true'

“To this I merely vowed and said I was
thero to receive the queon's word,

“'Ab, yes, [ would talk with thee, but be
thou seated. I ecannot lift my neck so high,'
and she made room for me beside ber on the
coach, placing bersolf with bor back agninss
the end, %o as to have n view of my face.

“ *It is not moet,’ 1said, ‘that I should make
myself equal with the queen.’

I saidd be seated,’ was her answer; 2o I sat
down, and she set to work to look at me with
those dark eyesof bers, There she sat, Hkeoan
incarnate spirit of besuty, Lardly talking at
all, and when sho did, very low, but all the
was & whits
flower in her black hair, and I tried to keep
my eyes on it and count the petals, but it was
of no use. At last, whether it was ber gaze,
or the perfume on Ler hair, or what I do not
know, but I began to feel as though I was
ht.i'n; mesmerized. At last she roused ber-
sell.

“ ‘Incubu,’ she said, ‘lovest thou power I

“I replied that I sipposed all men loved
power of one sort or another,

“4Thou shalt bave ' she said. ‘Lovest
thou wealth !
ST sadd 1 lHked wealth for what it &

““Thou shalt bave it,' shesaid. *And lovest
thou beauty ¥

“To this I replied thatI was very fond of
statuary and architecture, or something of
that sort, at which she frowned, and there
wuu{:aum. By this time my nerves were
on such a streteh that 1 was shaking like a
leaf. 1 know that somothing awful mplu
to happen, but she beld me under s kind
gpell, and [ could not belp myselt.

“ Incubu,’ she sald as length ‘wouldst
bea king! Listen, wouldst thou be a kingt
Bebold, stranger, I am minded to make thes
king of all Zu-Vendisay and busband of Bo-
rais of the Night. Nay, peace, and hear me,
To no man nmong my people bad I thus
opened out my secret boart, but thou art an
outlander, and therefore do I speak without
shame, knowing all I bave to offer and how
bard it had been tothee to ask. Bee,acrown
lies at thy feet, my lord Incubu, and with
that fortuue a woman whom some have
wishied to woo. Now mayst thou answer,'

“40b, Boruls,' Isaid, ‘pray do uot speak
thus'—you see I had not time to plck and
choose my words—'becsuse you are putting
us both in an awlkwand position. I am goi
to marry your sister Nyloptha, Sorais, mdn‘
love ber.'

“Next moment it struck me that T had said
an awful thing, and I looked up to seo the
resultsa,.  When 1 spoke, Borals' face wae
hidden in her hands, and as my words reached
ber she slowly raised it, and 1 shrank back
dismayed. Itwas ushy white, and ber eyes
wore flaning, She got on to ber feet and
pecmed to be choking, but the awful thing
was Lhat she was so quiet about it all.  Ouce
she lookwl at a side table on which lay a dag
gor, and from it Lo e, as though she thouglt
of killing me; but sbe did not take ftup, At
last she spoke one word, and one only—

“ .Gu!'

“And I went, and glad enough I was to get
out ¢f it, and bere 1 ami.  Give me anotber

oup of wine, there's & good fellow, and tell
mo what is to be done.”

Ishook my liend, for the affair was indeed
serious, An one of the posts says,

He'l hath no fury like o woman scorned,
more ¢ pecinlly if the woman is & queen and
a Borals, and indeed I tears) the very worst,
Including imminent danger to curselves,

“Nylepths must bo told of ull this at once,”
Isaid, “and porbapa 1 bad better teoll her;
she might recelve your account with sus-
pleion. Whoe Js captain of ber guard to-
night "

“Gool."

“Very well, then, there will be no chance
of her belng got at. Don't look surprised,
Idon't thiuk thnt ber sister would stick at
that. lmm:u:m one must tell Good of what
nel.”

4O, 1 don't know," sald Bir Henry. *It
wonld burt bis feelings, poor fellow! You
so, ho takes a lively personal interest in
Borais"

“I'hat's true; wid after all perbaps theve s
2o nead o tell bim, He will find out the
truth soon enough, Now, you mark my
words: SBorais will throw in her lot with
Nasta, who s sulking up lu the north there,
and there will be such o war as has not heen
known In Zu-Vendis for centuries, Look
there!" and I pointed Lo two court messengers
who were speeding away from the door of
Borals' private apartments, “Now follow
me," and 1 ran up a stairway fnto an outlook
tower thab rose from the roof of our quarters,
taking the spy gloss with me, and looked out
over the palace wall, The first thing we saw
was one of the messngers speeding towards
the temple, bearing, without doubt, the
?um‘- word to the High Priest Agon, but
or the otler 1 searched in vain, Presenlly,
bowever, [ spled o horssioan rushing furi-
ously through the northern gate of the city,
and in bim 1 recognized the other e

Ic“ln I ‘“" .-B ||'Ih h & wolnan 0‘

Bhe is at once, and will strike quick
and hard, You have Insulted ber, wm
and blood will low in rivers before the

Is washod away, sud yours with it if sbe can

room, |the Congress heretofore to provide

r Bold of you. Well, 'm oft to Nyleptha,
vl stop where youare, old fellow, aud try
0 gel your nerves straight again. You'll
need them all, 1 can tell you, unless I have
observed human nature in the rough for
Years for nothing.” And off I went
ingly.

(QONTINUED NEXT WEEK.)
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

A few Extracts Upon Salint Pointa
FUNCTION OF THE TREASURY,

When we consider that the theory of
our jostitutions guarantees to every
cltizen the full enjoyment of all the
fraite of his Industry and enterprise,
with only such deduction as may be
his shure toward the careful and econ-
omleal malntenance of the Govern-
ment which protects him, it Is plaio
that the exaction of more than this e
indefensible-extortion, and a culpable
betrayal of American fairness and jus-
tice. This wrong Inflicted upou those
who bear the burden of pational taxa-
tion, like other wrongs, multiplies a
brood of evil consequences. The pub-
lie Treasury, which should only exist
as & condult conveying the people’s
tribute to its legitimate objects of ex-
penditure, becomnes a hoardiog place
for money needlesaly withdrawn from
trade and the people's use, thus orip-
pliug our natlonal energles, suspendiog
our rountry's development, preventiog
investment In productive enterprise,
threatening fiuancial disturbance, and

Inviting schemes of publie plunder,
. . L . -

THE RESPONSIBILITY.

I have deemed it my duty to bring
to the knowledge of my countrymen,ns
well as to the attention of thelr repre-
sentatives charged with responmbill-
ty of legislative rellef, the gravity of
our financial situation, The fallure of

sgaivst the dangers which It waa quite
evident the very nature of the difficulty
must necessarlly produce, caused a eon-
dition of fluancial distress and appre-
benslon since your last adjournment
which taxed to the utmost all the au-
thority and expedients within execu-
tive control, and these appear now to
be exbausted. Ifdisaster results from
the continued Inaction of Congress, the
responsibility must rest where it be-
longe. Though the situation, thus far
connidersd, le fraught with danger
which should be fully realized, and
though It presents features of wrong to
the people as well aa peril to the coun-
try, It is but a result growing out of a
perfectly palpable aud apparent csuse,
constantly reproduciog the same alarm-
ing circumstances—a conjested nation-
al treasury and depleted monetary con-
dition in the business of the country.
It need bardly be stated that while the
present situation demands a remedy
we cun only be saved from a lilke pre-
dicament In the future by the removal

of its cause,
.

L] L] L
WHERE IT GOES
Our present tariff laws, the viclous,
inequitable, and illogical source of un-
necessary taxation, ought to be at once
revised nnd amended. These inws, us
their primary aud plain effect, raise
ihe price to consumers of all articles
imported and subject to duty, by pre-
cisely the sum pard for such dutles,
Thus the amount of duty messures Lhe
tax paid by those who purchuse for use
these imported articles, Many of these
things, however, are ralsed or manu-
factured in our owp country, and the
duties now levied upon forelgn goods
and products are called protection lo
these home mauufacturers, because
they render it possible for those of our
people who are manufacturers to muke
these taxed articles and sell them ata
price equal to that demanded for the
imported goods that have pald customs
duty. Bo it bappens that while com-
paratively u few use the imported arti-
cles, millions of our people, who never
use sud pever saw any of the foreign
products, purcbase and use things of
the same kind made in this country,
aud pay therefor nearly or quite the
same enbanced price which the duty
adds to the lmported articles. Those
who buy Imports pay the duty
charged thereon into the publie tress-
ury, but the great majority of our eiti-
zens. who buy the domestie articles of
the same elass, pay a sum at least ap-
proximately equal to this duty to the
bome mspufacturer,
L] L] - .
NECERSARY FOR REVENUE,
It Is wot proposed to eatirely relleve
the country of this taxstion, It must
be extensively continued ae the sonrce
of the Government income; aud In a re-
adjustment of our taniff the luterests of
American labor epgaged In maoufac-
ture rhould be earfully consldered, as
well an the preservation of our manu-
facturers. It may be omlled protectlon,
or by any other name, but reliet from
the hardships sud dangers of our pres.
eut tarliflnws should be devived with
especinl precaution sgainst imperiling
the existence of our manufacturing lu-
tereats,
L]

L] L .

GRANUAL REDUCTION.

But the reduction of taxstion de-
manded should be s0 measured as not
to necessitate or justify elther the loss
of employment by the working man
uor the lessening of his wages; and the
profits still remainiog to the manufue-
turer, after & necessary readjustment,
should furulsh vo excuse lor the sacri-
floe of the iolerests of his employes

of natlonal luterest are dismissed In n

sues, The politiviaus can no longer
cobfuse it, The people can no longer

or ignored by both politieal parties, It

serrled phalapx of protectlonists on the
eve of u contest for the Presidency. Bo

eltber In their opportunity to work or,
1 the dimioution of their compev
tlon, Nor can the worker in m&.
tures fall to understand that

countlesa formm, he needs for the use of
himself aud bis family. He recelves at
the desk of his employer his wages, and
perbaps before he reaches bis home Ie
obliged Ina purchase for family use of
an article which embraces his own Ia-
bor, to return In the payment of the In-
crease in price which the tarlfl permits,
the hard-earned compensation of many

days of toll,
L] . L]

DIFFIOULT,

The difficulty sttending » wi-e and
fair revision of our tarift lawa ls not un-
der-estimated, It will require on the part
of the Congress great labor and cure,
and especially & broad and natlonal
contemplation of the subject, and a pa-
triotie disregard of auch loeal and selfish
claims as are unreasonable and reckless

of the welfare of the entire country.
L] L] L L] L]

A ONNDITION,

Our progress loward a wise conclusion
will not be improved by dwelling upon
the theorles of protection and free
trade. This eavors too much of bandy-
iog emthets. It len condition which
confronts us—not a theory. Relief
from this condition may involve a
slight reduction of the advantages
which we award vur bome productions,
but the entire withdrawal of such wd-
vantages should not be contemplated.
The question of free trade is absolutely
irrelevant, and the persistent olaim
made In certain quarters,that all efforts
to relleve the people from unjust and
unuecessary taxation ure schemes of
so-called free-traders, Is mischlevous
and far removed from any conwsidera-
tion for the public good. The simple
and plsin duty which we owe the peo
ple Is to reduce the taxation to the nee-
essary expenses of an econumical oper-
ation of the Government,and to restore
to the business of the country the mon-
ey which we hoid In the Treasury
through the perversion of governmen-
tal powers. These things cau and
should be done with safety to all our in-
dustries,without danger o the opporiu-
nity for remunerative labor which our
working men need, and with beneflt to
them and sall our people, by cheapen-
Iog their means of all subsistence and
I':ereuln[ the measure of their com-

ris.

Comments on the Message,
[New York World.):

The admirable message of the Preai-
dent has given to the Demoeratio party
what it bas long lacked—an Isue and
& leader. The iesued ls tax reform,
The leader ia the President.

[New tu:l.'l‘lmn.l

Mr. Cleveland has done an sot of
statesmnanship In the best sense. Rec-
ogoizing a great duty,be has performed
it with dourage, with firmness and at
Ltbe right time, And he has performed
It so that every honest man muost see
that It ls an bhooest act.

[New \.’o:k San.] :
It in not & commonplace document,
for it Is slmple, Intelligible and cober-

ent, and the quality of brevity is chief- |,

ly due to the fact that all other topics

lump or postponed as Inconsequential
in the presence of one problem of su-
preme importance, the question of tar-

itff revision.

[Courler-Journal.]

The messuge of the President, which
wans sent to Congress to-duy takea the
breath out of officlal veterans, who
thiuk thut such a document should be
Infinlte ln length and universal in de-
tall. It Is, on the contrary, very short,
very much to the purpose and treats
only one single question of national in-
terest, That Is, of course Lhe tariff.
Thus, st Jeast, the issue which the tim-
i) have been trying to evade, and the
corrupt W suppress, has arrived at the
frout, taking precedence of all other ls-

be cheated. The Demooratic party
stands upon its natural lines of ad vance-
ment and attack, with the bunner of Rev-
enve Reform fully unfurled and its prop-
er chlef In the suddle,

.
o
[London .'l'lmn.]
No message on record Is more re-
markable for a bold, outspoken disclos-

ure of a novel polioy, lLitherto opposed

i» still more remarkable that Mr, Cleve-
lund haus the coursge to coufrout the

fur ws Evgland I8 eoncerned, it is ques-
tiouable, whatever the lmpulse result-
ing from there moval of the burdens on
Anierlcan lodustry, whelther Amenca
will ol coufrout us in foreign industry, |
whether Ameriea will not confrout us
informidable rivairy in both home snd
foreign markets, We bhave confldence
however, iu the laws by which, when
trade Is free, every natlon discovers its
fittest work and turns its ndvantages to
best mccount,

A Valuable Medical Treatise.

The edition for 1888 of the sterling
Medieal Anvual, known as Hostetter's '
Almuune, s now mul.y. and
oblalned, free of cost, o llmgnl
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United Brutes, Mexleo, and Jg 1y ALL
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